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in this contribution to the ongoing debate on the nature and causes of the islamic conquests in syria and iraq during
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the sixth and seventh centuries fred donner argues for a necessary distinction between the causes of the conquests
the causes of their success and the causes of the subsequent arab migrations to the fertile crescent originally
published in 1982 the princeton legacy library uses the latest print on demand technology to again make available
previously out of print books from the distinguished backlist of princeton university press these editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions the goal of
the princeton legacy library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by princeton university press since its founding in 1905

a leading expert in islamic history explores the rise and power of the ancient islamic empire examining not only their
military conquests but also the political and cultural impact that they had on the lands they conquered

please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from wikipedia or other free sources
online pages 91 chapters islamic conquest of afghanistan rashidun caliphate khalid ibn al walid spread of islam muslim
conquest in the indian subcontinent muslim conquest of egypt history of islam in southern italy muslim conquests
military campaigns under caliph uthman emirate of sicily umayyad conquest of north africa military conquests of umar
s era futuh siege of alexandria umayyad conquest of hispania battle of bosra abdul rahman al ghafigi timur s invasions
of georgia emirate of bari sabuktigin battle of iron bridge siege of marash battle of hazir battle of marj al rahit siege of
aleppo anbasa ibn suhaym al kalbi peter of farfa battle of fahl asad ibn al furat excerpt the rashidun caliphate arabic
comprising the first four caliphs in islam s history was founded after muhammad s death in 632 year 10 a h at its height
the caliphate extended from the arabian peninsula to the levant caucasus and north africa in the west to the iranian
highlands and central asia in the east it was the largest empire in history up until that time it is also known as the
patriarchal caliphate expansion of rashidun caliphate after muhammad s death in 632 the medinan ansar debated
which of them should succeed the prophet in running the affairs of the muslims while the muhammad s household
was busy in his burial umar a quraysh and abu ubaidah ibn al jarrah pledged their loyalty to abu bakr with the ansar
and the quraish soon following suit abu bakr thus became the first khalifa rasul allah successor of the messenger of
god and embarked on campaigns to propagate islam first though he would have to subdue the arabian tribes which
had gone back on their oaths of allegiance to islam and the islamic community as a khalifa or caliph he was not a
monarch and never claimed such a title nor did his three

a monumental work of history that reveals the ottoman dynasty s important role in the emergence of early modern
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europe the ottomans have long been viewed as despots who conquered through sheer military might and whose
dynasty was peripheral to those of europe the last muslim conquest transforms our understanding of the ottoman
empire showing how ottoman statecraft was far more pragmatic and sophisticated than previously acknowledged
and how the ottoman dynasty was a crucial player in the power struggles of early modern europe in this panoramic
and multifaceted book gabor Agoston captures the grand sweep of ottoman history from the dynasty s stunning rise
to power at the turn of the fourteenth century to the siege of vienna in 1683 which ended ottoman incursions into
central europe he discusses how the ottoman wars of conquest gave rise to the imperial rivalry with the habsburgs
and brings vividly to life the intrigues of sultans kings popes and spies Agoston examines the subtler methods of
ottoman conquest such as dynastic marriages and the incorporation of conquered peoples into the ottoman
administration and argues that while the ottoman empire was shaped by turkish iranian and islamic influences it was
also an integral part of europe and was in many ways a european empire rich in narrative detail the last muslim
conquest looks at ottoman military capabilities frontier management law diplomacy and intelligence offering new
perspectives on the gradual shift in power between the ottomans and their european rivals and reframing the old
story of ottoman decline

the early arab conquests pose a considerable challenge to modern day historians the earliest historical written
tradition emerges only after the second half of the eighth century over one hundred years removed from the events it
contends to describe and was undoubtedly influenced by the motives and interpretations of its authors indeed when
speaking or writing about the past fact was not the only nor even the prime concern of muslims of old the arabic
historic tradition and the early islamic conquests presents a thorough examination of arabic narratives on the early
islamic conquests it uncovers the influence of contemporary ideology examining recurring fictive motifs and
evaluating the reasons behind their use folklore and tribal traditions are evident throughout the narratives which
aimed to promote individual tribal and regional fame through describing military prowess in the battles for the spread
of islam common tropes are encountered across the materials which all serve a central theme the moral superiority of
the muslims which destined them to victory in god s plan offering a key to the state of mind and agenda of early
muslim writers this critical reading of arabic texts would be of great interest to students and scholars of early arabic
history and literature as well as a general resource for middle eastern history

this book narrates the battles conquests and diplomatic activities of the early muslim fighters in syria and iraq vis a vis
their byzantine and sasansian counterparts it is the first english translation of one of the earliest arabic sources on the
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early muslim expansion entitled futuh al sham the conquests of syria the translation is based on the arabic original
composed by a muslim author muhammad al azdi who died in the late 8th or early 9th century ¢ e a scientific
introduction to al azdi's work is also included covering the life of the author the textual tradition of the work as well as
a short summary of the text’s train of thought the source narrates the major historical events during the early muslim
conquests in a region that covers today s lebanon israel palestinian territories jordan syria turkey and iraq in the 7th
century ¢ e among these events are the major battles against the byzantines such as the battles of ajnadayn and al
yarmuk the conquests of important cities including damascus jerusalem and caesarea and the diplomatic initiatives
between the byzantines and the early muslims the narrative abounds with history and islamic theological content as
the first translation into a european language this volume will be of interest to a wide range of readership including
muslim and christian theologians historians islamicists byzantinists syrologists and arabic linguists

what was the islamic conquest of iberia understanding the new debate brings together leading scholars to offer an
introduction to a recent debate with far reaching implications for the study of history as well as our understanding of
the present in the year 711 ce islamic armies conquered the iberian peninsula this seemingly uncontroversial claim has
in fact been questioned becoming an object of intense scholarly debate debate that has reached a fevered pitch in
recent decades within spain this volume introduces an anglophone audience to the terms and contours of this
controversy from its emergence in the late nineteenth century to its contemporary recrudescence it suggests that far
from an abstract discussion this dispute reveals methodological and moral questions that remain vital to the study of
the distant past questions than cannot be easily resolved and have far reaching consequences for the present this
volume offers novel perspectives on not only the controversy but also the latest research on the events of 711 these
exemplary studies of historical literary and material cultural evidence demonstrate the promise and challenges for a
new generation of scholarship the chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the journal of
medieval iberian studies

the success of the muslim conquests was the product of a unique set of circumstances and the preaching of a simple
new monotheistic faith there were many features of islam that would have made it approachable to christians and
jews it had a prophet a holy book established forms of prayer dietary and family laws abraham and jesus were both
great prophets in the muslim tradition from the very beginning islam established itself as a new faith but it was one
that claimed to perfect rather than destroy the older monotheistic ones it had none of the strangeness of say
buddhism these similarities this common tradition must have aided and encouraged conversion in the final analysis
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the success of the muslim conquest was a result of the unstable and impoverished nature of the whole post roman
world into which they came the hardiness and self reliance of the bedouin warriors and the inspiration and open
quality of the new religion of islam book jacket

what was the islamic conquest of iberia understanding the new debate brings together leading scholars to offer an
introduction to a recent debate with far reaching implications for the study of history as well as our understanding of
the present in the year 711 ce islamic armies conquered the iberian peninsula this seemingly uncontroversial claim has
in fact been questioned becoming an object of intense scholarly debate debate that has reached a fevered pitch in
recent decades within spain this volume introduces an anglophone audience to the terms and contours of this
controversy from its emergence in the late nineteenth century to its contemporary recrudescence it suggests that far
from an abstract discussion this dispute reveals methodological and moral questions that remain vital to the study of
the distant past questions than cannot be easily resolved and have far reaching consequences for the present this
volume offers novel perspectives on not only the controversy but also the latest research on the events of 711 these
exemplary studies of historical literary and material cultural evidence demonstrate the promise and challenges for a
new generation of scholarship the chapters in this book were originally published as a special issue of the journal of
medieval iberian studies

the study of early islamic historical tradition has flourished with the emergence of an innovative scholarship no longer
dependent on more traditional narratival approaches chase robinson s book first published in 2000 takes full account
of the research available and interweaves history and historiography to interpret the political social and economic
transformations in the mesopotamian region after the islamic conquests using arabic and syriac sources to elaborate
his argument the author focuses on the muslim and christian élites demonstrating that the immediate effects of the
conquests were in fact modest ones significant social change took place only at the end of the seventh century with
the imposition of marwanid rule even then the author argues social power was diffused in the hands of local élites this
is a sophisticated study in a burgeoning field in islamic studies

a groundbreaking work that delivers a fresh account of the arab conquests incorporating the latest research in late
antique history

this three volume set of previously out of print titles closely examines three key aspects of muslim spain the muslim
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conquest and settlement together with its political and economic administration spirituality in the region and el cid
and the spanish reconquest together they form an important overview of the period and the region
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